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ORDINANCE NO. 29097

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SAN JOSE AMENDING TITLE 23
OF THE SAN JOSE MUNICIPAL CODE (THE SIGN CODE) AS
FOLLOWS: TO AMEND CHAPTER 23.02 TO ADD A NEW SECTION
23.02.053 TO DEFINE ASSEMBLY SPACES, AMEND SECTION
- 23.02.905 TO MODIFY OPERATIONAL REGULATIONS PERTAINING
TO PROGRAMMABLE ELECTRONIC SIGNS, AMEND SECTION
23.02.1090 TO EXPAND THE ABILITY TO RELOCATE HISTORIC
SIGNS, AMEND SECTION 23.04.020 TO ADD REGULATIONS
APPLICABLE TO SIGNAGE AT ASSEMBLY SPACES, MODIFY
REGULATIONS PERTAINING TO PROGRAMMABLE ELECTRONIC
SIGNS, ADD REGULATIONS PERTAINING TO VERTICAL
PROJECTING SIGNS AND PUBLIC PARKING GARAGE SIGNS, AND
REMOVE PROVISIONS RELATED TO THE JULIAN-STOCKTON
REDEVELOPMENT AREA; TO AMEND CHAPTER 23.04 TO AMEND
SECTION 23.04.030 TO ADD REGULATIONS FOR SIGNAGE AT
ASSEMBLY SPACES AND PROGRAMMABLE ELECTRONIC SIGNS,
AMEND SECTION 23.04.100 TO MODIFY THE DEFINITION OF THE
“DOWNTOWN SIGN ZONE,” AMEND SECTIONS 23.04.110 AND
23.04.120 TO PROVIDE FOR REGULATIONS APPLICABLE TO
SIGNAGE AT ASSEMBLY SPACES AND MODIFY REGULATIONS
APPLICABLE TO SIGNS NEAR FREEWAYS AND PROGRAMMABLE
ELECTRONIC SIGNS, AMEND SECTION 23.04.156 TO PROVIDE FOR
REGULATIONS APPLICABLE TO SIGNAGE AT ASSEMBLY SPACES
AND ARCADE SIGNS, AMEND SECTION 23.04.320 TO PROVIDE FOR
SKYLINE SIGNS ON RESIDENTIAL PARCELS, AMEND SECTION
23.04.330 TO PROVIDE REGULATIONS FOR PROGRAMMABLE
ELECTRONIC SIGNS AND SOME ADDITIONAL SIGNAGE ON LARGE
PARCELS WITH NONRESIDENTIAL USES IN RESIDENTIAL ZONES,
AND TO MAKE OTHER NONSUBSTANTIVE, MINISTERIAL,
TECHNICAL, OR TYPOGRAPHICAL CHANGES TO SAID CHAPTERS
23.02 AND 23.04 OF TITLE 23 OF THE SAN JOSE MUNICIPAL CODE

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN JOSE:
SECTION 1. Part 1 of Chapter 23.02 of Title 23 of the San José Municipal Code is

amended to add a new section, to be numbered, entitled and to read as follows:

23.02.053 Assembly Space

“Assembly Space” means a space where persons gather to participate in a group or
common activity or observe a presentation, performance or exhibition.
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The Sign Ordinance categorizes these Assembly Spaces into two groups: 1) Small -
Assembly Spaces which are Assembly Spaces with an occupancy load of 500-15,000
persons if indoors or with 500-15,000 permanent, fixed seats if outdoors; and 2) Large
Assembly Spaces which are Assembly Spaces with an occupancy load of over 15,000
persons if indoors or with over 15,000 permanent fixed seats if outdoors.

SECTION 2. Part 1 of Chapter 23.02 of Title 23 of the San José Municipal Code is
amended to add a new section, to be numbered, entitled and to read as follows:

23.02.238 Garage, Public Parking

A Public Parking Garage sign is a sign that is limited to the phrase "Public Parking"
and/or any authorized City public parking symbol(s) to help identify those public parking
garages that are open to the public and available for public parking during the hours of
operation of the business.

SECTION 3. Section 23.02.415 of Chapter 23.02 of Title 23 of the San José Municipal
Code is amended to read as follows:

23.02.415 Programmable Display Kiosk Sign

“Programmable Display Kiosk Sign” means any programmable electronic sign mounted
on a kiosk or kiosk-like structure that has a footprint of no more than twenty-five (25)
square feet, has a maximum side length of five (5) feet, and is located on a private
sidewalk or plaza.

SECTION 4. Section 23.02.800 of Chapter 23.02 of Title 23 of the San José Municipal
Code is amended to read as follows:

23.02.800 Policy

A. Signs are an important and necessary means of communication. When properly
regulated, signs can serve as a great economic and aesthetic asset. They can be
lively, colorful and exciting. In enacting this Title, it is the intent of the City of San
Jose to promote attractive signage and streetscapes, facilitate way-finding and
traffic safety, promote commerce, and to comprehensively address community
aesthetic concerns about visual clutter and visual blight in the environment. The
regulation of signs in the City is intended to promote an aesthetically pleasing
environment with these concerns in mind. Sign regulation shall be consistent
with land use patterns, and signs shall add to rather than detract from the
architecture of the buildings where they are located. Signs shall be well
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maintained and, in addition, shall not create traffic safety hazards. The regulation
of signs in the City of San Jose also is intended to be content-neutral wherever
required and to provide adequate opportunity for the presentation of messages of
many varieties.

B. In addition to sign zones based on zoning districts, the following special sign
zones have been designated:

1.

Downtown Sign Zone. The Downtown Sign Zone, as defined in Section
23.04.100.D of this Title, has been formed in recognition of the need for more
signage and for a greater variety of types of signs in the urban center of the
City where densely packed commercial uses compete for attention. It is the
City's intent in its regulations to strike a fair balance between commercial
needs, traffic safety, and community concerns about visual clutter and visual
blight.

Urban Mixed-Use Development Area Sign Zone. Large, urban mixed-use
areas of the City, as defined in Section 23. 04.152, are areas of the City that
warrant more flexible types of signage in order to reinforce active and vital
nodes of the community that function in many ways in a similar manner to the
Downtown Sign Zone.

Neighborhood Business Districts. Neighborhood Business Districts, as
defined in Section 23.04.010.E, are existing business areas designated by the
City for intensive rehabilitation. Because of extensive design analysis and City
oversight in Neighborhood Business Districts, such districts shall be treated in
this Title as special sign zones with sign regulations adapted to coordinate
with and enhance City rehabilitation programs.

Capitol Expressway Auto Mall Signage Area. The Auto Mall reflects the
desire of the City and the auto dealers of the auto mall to present a unified
signage program between all the contigious auto dealers on Capitol
Expressway.

Airport Sign Zone. The Airport Sign Zone, as defined in Section 23.04.200.B,
has unique land use characteristics that support specially tailored sign
regulations. The Airport Sign Zone is an area of approximately one thousand
acres and consists of land subject to the City's Airport Master Plan. The
Airport Sign Zone is characterized by large expanses of open space and
outdoor uses, including parking lots, runways/taxiways, and low intensity
development consistent with aviation uses. This zone, because of its unique
land use character, is less subject to visual clutter than other areas ‘of the
City.
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6. Stevens Creek Boulevard Signage Area. The Stevens Creek Boulevard

Signhage Area, as defined in Section 23.04.010.G, reflects the desire of the
City to provide a signage program for properties fronting on the south side of
Stevens Creek Boulevard that is consistent with signage allowances
applicable to those real properties fronting on the north side of Stevens Creek
Boulevard located in the City of Santa Clara, as well a signage regulations, as
part of a temporary, three-year pilot program, for programmable electronic
signs for a subarea of this Signage Area between Henry Avenue and
Richfield Drive (excluding parcels with Kiely Boulevard or Saratoga Avenue
frontages).

. San Pedro Square Sighage Area. The San Pedro Square Signage Area, as

defined in Section 23.040.100.E of this Title, reflects the desire of the City to
provide sighage regulations specifically tailored to the unique land use pattern
in this area which is typified by small-scale historic and new buildings set
within open plazas and surrounded by the dense, tall urban landscape of the
downtown area of the City.

. Oakridge / Blossom Hill Urban Village Sighage Area. The Oakridge /

Blossom Hill Urban Village Signage Area, as defined in Section 23.04.010.H,
reflects the desire of the City to provide sighage regulations, as part of a
temporary, three-year pilot program, for programmable electronic signs in this
area that is currently developed with intensive commercial uses and planned
over the long-term to redevelop into an Urban Village in accordance with the
City's General Plan.

SECTION 5. Section 23.02.860 of Chapter 23.02 of Title 23 of the San José Municipal
Code is amended to read as follows:

23.02.860 Special Sign Zones

The following are the special sign zones:

m o o w »

n

The Downtown Sign Zone as defined in Section 23.04.100.D.

Urban Mixed-Use Development Area Sign Zone as defined in Section 23.04.152.
Neighborhood Business Disfricts as defined in Section 23.04.010.E.

Capitol Expressway Auto Mall Signage Area as defined in Section 23.04.010 E.
The Airport Sign Zone as defined in Section 23.04.200.B.

The San Pedro Square Signage Area as defined in Section 23.04.0100. E.
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G. The Stevens Creek Boulevard Signage Area as defined in Section 23.04.010.G.

H. The Oakridge/Blossom Hill Urban Village Signage Areas as defined in Section
23.04.010.H.

SECTION 6. Section 23.02.905 of Chapter 23.02 of Title 23 of the San José Municipal
Code is amended to read as follows:

23.02.905 Limitations on Programmable Electronic Signs

Programmable Electronic Signs and Programmable Electronic Kiosks shall conform to
the following:

A. No sign shall display animated messages, including flashing, blinking, fading,
rolling, shading, dissolving, or any other effect that gives the appearance of
movement.

B. No sign shall include any audio message.

C. No sign message shall be displayed for a period of time less than:

1. Eight (8) seconds on any sign located within four hundred (400) feet of a
Freeway Travel Lane or on any sign the illuminated face of which is visible
from a Freeway Travel Lane; or

2. Four (4) seconds on any other sign.

D. Transition from one messége to another message shall appear instantaneous as
perceived by the human eye.

E. Each sigh message shall be complete in itself and shall not continue on a
subsequent sign message. :

F. Signs shall utilize automatic dimming technology to adjust the brightness of the
sign relative to ambient light so that at no time shall a sign exceed a brightness
level of three tenths (0.3) foot candles above ambient light, as measured using a
foot candle (Lux) meter and in conformance with the following process:

1. Light measurements shall be taken with the meter aimed directly at the sign
message face, or at the area of the sign emitting the brightest light if that area
is not the sign message face, at the following distances:

(a) A sign that is 0 to 100 square-feet in area shall be measured at a distance
of 100 feet from the sign area being measured;
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(b) A sign that is 101 to 350 square-feet in area shall be measured at a
distance of 150 feet from the sign area being measured,

(c) A sign that is 351-650 square-feet in area shall be measured at a distance
of 200 feet from the sign area being measured,;

(d) A sign that is 651 to 1000 square feet in area shall be measured at a
distance of 250 feet from the sign area being measured; and,

(e) A sign that is over 1,000 square feet in area shall be measured at a
distance of 350 feet from the sign area being measured.

2. An ambient light measurement shall be taken using a foot candle meter at
some point between the period of time between thirty (30) minutes past
sunset and thirty (30) minutes before sunrise with the sign turned off to a
black screen.

3. Immediately following the ambient light measurement taken in the manner
required by this Subsection, an operating sign light measurement shall be
taken with the sign turned on to full white copy.

4. The brightness of a sign conforms with the brightness requirements of this
Subsection if the difference between the ambient light measurement and the
operating sign light measurement is three tenths (0.3) foot candles or less.

G. All signs shall contain a default mechanism that will cause the sign to revert
immediately to a black screen if the sign malfunctions.

H. Programmable electronic signs shall be located in a manner that the Director
determines based on reasonable evidence will not adversely interfere with the
visibility or functioning of traffic signals and traffic signage, taking into
consideration the physical elements of the sign and the surrounding area, such
as information analyzing physical obstruction issues, line of sight issues,

“brightness issues and visual obstruction or impairment issues, but not including
the message content on the sign.

l. Programmable electronic signs may display only on-site commercial or non-
commercial messages.

J. Programmable electronic signs subject to the provisions of Part 4 of Chapter
23.04 of this Title shall not be illuminated between the hours of 10 P.M. and 6
AM.
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K. Signs attached to an historic building or structure shall not negatively impact the

historic resource and shall conform to the following standards:

1) Signs shall be attached in a manner that does not irreversibly damage the
building surface in a visible location.

2) Signs shall not cover or obscure from view a character-defining
architectural feature of the historic building.

SECTION 7. Section 23.02.1090 of Chapter 23.02 of Title 23 of the San José Municipal
Code is amended to read as follows:

23.02.1090 Historic Signs

A. Attached Sign. The Director may approve the reconstruction and/or erection of
Historic Signs not otherwise allowed under this Code upon any building or other
structure based upon a finding by the Director that the relocation preserves an
important historic resource and that the relocation of the Historic Sign is
consistent with the Secretary of the Interior Standards Such Historic Sign shall
not reduce the otherwise allowed signage area for the receiving site.

B. Detached Sign. The Director may approve the relocation of an Historic Sign that
is listed as an historic resource on City’s Historic Resources Inventory or is a
contributing feature to a building or structure listed as an historic resource on
City’s Historic Resources Inventory, but not attached to an historic structure and
not otherwise allowed under this Code, either on the site of the historic structure
or to another site in a manner that preserves the Historic Sign. Such sign shall
not reduce the otherwise allowed signage area for the receiving site.

SECTION 8. Section 23.04.020 of Chapter 23.02 of Title 23 of the San José MunICIpaI
Code is amended to read as follows:

23.04.020 Attached Signs

A. Quantity.

1. No more than one (1) sign shall be permitted for each separate ground-level
occupancy frontage, except that:

a. Any ground-level occupancy with more than one (1) occupancy frontage
- may have one (1) attached sign on each occupancy frontage, not to
exceed four (4) frontages; and :

b. Any ground-level occupancy exceeding twenty thousand (20,000) square
feet may have up to three signs on one of its occupancy frontages and
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any ground-level occupancy exceeding fifty thousand (50,000) square feet
may have up to five (5) signs on one of its occupancy frontages.

c. Any building with a building footprint greater than one hundred thousand
(100,000) square feet which has interior tenant spaces with no occupancy
frontages may have up to five (5) additional signs in addition to those set
forth in Subsections a and b above.

d. Parcels located entirely within the Capitol Expressway Auto Mall Signage
Area may have an unlimited number of attached signs; provided, however,
that the attached signs shall otherwise meet all of the other size, height
and setback requirements of this Section, including, without limitation, that
the aggregate sign area of all attached signs shall not exceed the size
limitations set forth in this Section.

e. A Large Assembly Space may have up to two (2) programmable electronic
signs and those signs may be placed on the same occupancy frontage as
set forth in Subsection E below.

2. One (1) sign shall be permitted for each second-story occupancy frontage

~with direct exterior access to the ground from the second story.

Size

1.

The aggregate sign area of all attached signs on a ground-level occupancy
frontage shall not exceed one (1) square foot for each linear foot of such
occupancy frontage, except for an individual retail tenant with a minimum of
twenty thousand (20,000) square feet of contiguous, occupied retail space
with at least ten thousand (10,000) square feet of ground-level occupancy
frontage, the aggregate allowed sign area may be calculated based upon a
combination of the area allowed for the ground-level occupancy frontage plus
the second floor occupancy frontage, all to a maximum of three hundred (300)
square feet per occupancy frontage.

Second- or third-story attached sign(s) shall be limited to one-half the first-
floor sign area allowances, except for an individual retail tenant with a
minimum of twenty thousand (20,000) square feet of contiguous, occupied
retail space with at least ten thousand (10,000) square feet of ground-level
occupancy frontage, the second or third story attached sign(s) shall be limited
to one (1) square foot for each linear foot of occupancy frontage on the
second floor.

The sum of the sign area of the attached signs on any building frontage shall
not exceed one square foot for each linear foot of building frontage
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C.

Height
1.

Subject to the provisions of Section C.2 herein below, no attached sign shall
be displayed higher than the finished floor elevation of the fourth floor of a
building. :

For buildings less than eighty feet (80’) in height, no attached sign shall be
displayed higher than the finished floor elevation of the third floor of a building
when that building has a skyline sign pursuant to other provisions of this Part.

In Neighborhood Business Districts for buildings constructed prior to May 1,
1992, upward extensions of building facades that are sloped from the vertical
plane at an angle no greater than sixty (60) degrees shall be treated as
extensions of the wall of the building and not as roofs for purposes of signage
regulation. A sign placed on such an upward extension may not extend in
height to within six inches (6") of the highest point of the upward extension.
Only permanent signs may be placed on such upward extensions.:

An attached programmable electronic sign shall not be displayed higher than
thirty (30) feet above grade for Small Assembly Spaces.

An attached programmable electronic sign shall not be displayed higher than
fifty (50) feet above grade for Large Assembly Spaces.

Setbacks

1,

Signs facing an abutting residential parcel shall be at least thirty (30) feet from
the property line of such residential parcel, unless it includes a programmable
electronic sign, in which case the sign shall be at least one hundred fifty (150)
feet from the property line of such residential parcel.

Signs facing an abutting nonresidential parcel shall be at least ten (10) feet
from the property line of such nonresidential parcel, unless the abutting
nonresidential parcel contains a parking lot or driveway at its nearest point to
the sign, in which case, no setback is required.

Programmable Electronic Sign

1.

The attached sign allowed for a Small Assembly Space in accordance with
Section 23.04.020.A. above may have a programmable electronic sign
component that does not exceed seventy-five percent (75%) of the allowable
sign area. No more than one (1) sign (attached or free-standing) shall be a
programmable electronic sign. '
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2. The attached sign allowed for a Large Assembly Space in accordance with
Section 23.04.020.A. above may have a programmable electronic sign
component that does not exceed seventy-five percent (75%) of the allowable
sign area.

3. Operation of a programmable electronic sign shall conform to the provisions
of Section 23.02.905.

F. Additional Allowed Signhage

The following additional signs shall be allowed and shall not reduce otherwise
allowed signage.

a. Fin Signs.
(1) Fin signs shall be allowed that:
(a) Do not exceed twenty (20) square feet in area per side;

(b) Project no more than four (4) feet from the wall to which it is
attached:;

(c) Are located at least seven feet but not more than twenty feet above
grade; and

(d) Are not illuminated or are illuminated by external or neon tube
lighting.

(2) Each 'ground-IeVeI occupancy frontage may have one such fin sign.
(3) Exception.

(a) In Neighborhood Business Districts, fin signs. may project more
than three (3) feet from the wall to which attached.

b. Awning Signs

(1) A maximum of two (2) awning signs of no greater than ten (10) square
feet in area may be placed upon each discrete surface of an awning.

(2) Awning signs shall be located at least seven feet but not more than
twelve feet above grade.

(3) Awning signs shall not be illuminated.
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(4) Awning signs shall maintain a minimum three (3)-inch clearance from
the edge of the discrete surface of the awning on which the sign is
placed.

c. Window Signs

(1) Window signs consistent with Section 23.02.1060 of this Title are
allowed.

(2) Window signs shall not be allowed above the first floor, except as
follows:

(a) Window signs may be displayed by second-story occupancy
frontages with no separate ground-level frontage.

(b) In Neighborhood Business Districts, window signs may be
displayed on first- and second-story occupancy frontages.

d. Arcade Signs.
(1) Arcade signs shall be allowed that:
(a) Do not exceed ten (10) square feet in area per side; and
(b) Are located at least seven (7) feet above grade.
(2) Each ground-level occupancy frontagé may display one (1) such sign.

e. Vertical Projecting Siqns are allowed when all of the following criteria
would be met;:

(a) The sign does not exceed twenty (20) square feet in sign area; and

(b) The building to which the sign is attached is at least fifty (50) feet in
height; and

(c) The sign shall be located at least fifteen (15) feet above grade, and

(d) The sign shall project no more than six feet (6’) from the building
surface to which the sign is attached, and

(e) The sign may project above the cornice or parapet of a buildihg to
which it is attached for a distance of no greater than ten (10) feet; and
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() Each building occupancy frontage may display ho more than one (1)
such sign. _

f.  Public Parking Garage Signs.

1. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Title, one (1) Public
Parking Garage sign per street frontage shall be allowed on any
building containing a garage with two hundred (200) or more parking
spaces that are open and available for parking to the general public.

2. Such Public Parking Garage sign shall meet all of the following
criteria:

(a) Shall be flat-mounted and limited to a maximum of one hundred
(100) square feet in sign area; and

(b) Shall be located at least thirty (30) feet but no higher than

seventy (70) feet above grade and shall not project above the
cornice or parapet of the building; and

G. Marquees.

a. The maximum sign area of marquees and the maximum amount of other
signage on an occupancy frontage with a marquee shall be subject to design
approval and shall not be subject to other size and quantity restrictions in this
Part.

b. Exception. Marqueés shall not be allowed in the CO Commercial District
orin the IP, LI, and HI Industrial Districts.

H. Signs for Gasoline Service Stations.

a. Lightbox Signs: The signage allowed for lightbox signs for gasoline service
stations shall be limited to twenty (20) percent of the surface area of the
lightbox up to a maximum of eight (8) square feet.

b. Other Signs: A maximum of two (2) canopy signs are allowed per lightbox,
provided that each canopy sign shall not exceed a maximum size of two
(2) feet high by two (2) feet wide, and each canopy sign shall maintain at
least a three (3)-inch clearance from the edge of the canopy to the surface
to which it is attached. No two (2) canopy signs shall be placed on the
same side of a canopy.

. Skyline Signs: Roof Signs.
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General Provisions and Applicability.

(1) Non-residential buildings may have skyline signs on buildings less than
eighty (80) feet in height, and skyline or roof signs on buildings eighty
(80) feet or greater in height citywide.

(2) Unless otherwise specified in Section 23.04.020.E.4.b, the skyline sign
area for non-residential buildings less than eighty (80) feet in height
shall not exceed five hundred (500) square feet total per building and
any one such skyline sign shall not be larger than half of the ground
floor sign allowance up to 250 square feet.

(3) Unless otherwise specified in Section 23.04.020.E .4.b, the skyline sign
or roof sign area for non-residential buildings greater than eighty (80)
feet in height shall not exceed five hundred (500) square feet total per
building and any one such skyline sign or roof sign shall not be larger
than 250 square feet.

(4) Non-garage uses on the top floor of parking garages may have skyline
signs.

(5) llluminated skyline or roof signs located on buildings within one
thousand (1,000) feet of a river or creek shall not directly face that river
or creek,

(6) Each skyline sign or roof sign shall be designed as an integral part of
the building design and placed on a permanent architectural element
which has been designed to accommodate it.

(7) Skyline signs and roof signs may be illuminated with external lighting;
halolighting; and internal lighting if only the letters or symbols are
illuminated. Such signs shall be illuminated only with continuous
lighting except that gradual color changes shall be allowed if there is
no perception of flashing lights created. :

(8) Skyline signs and roof signs on buildings eighty (80) feet or greater in
height above grade shall not reduce otherwise allowable sighage for
~the building. : :

Dimensions
(1) In the area bounded by State Highway 87, US 101 and Interstate 880:

(a) The total amount of square footage of sign area for all skyline signs
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or roof signs on buildings eighty (80) feet or greater in height
above grade shall not exceed five hundred (500) square feet per
building and any one such skyline sign or roof sign shall not be
larger than two hundred fifty (250) square feet.

(b) The total amount of square footage of sign area for skyline signs for
non-garage uses on the top floor of parking garages shall not
exceed five hundred (500) square feet per building and any one
such skyline sign shall not be larger than two hundred fifty (250)
square feet.

(2) In the area of the City north of US 101 and west of Interstate Highway
880:

(a) The total amount of square footage of sign area for all skyline signs
on buildings less than eighty (80) feet shall be limited in size to an
area equal to one half (1/2) of the first floor sign area allowances,
except that the total amount of square footage of sign area for all
skyline signs on buildings: (i) of less than eighty (80) feet in height
above grade and (ii) with a building frontage on a public street of
less than one hundred fifty (150) linear feet, shall not exceed one
(1) square foot for each linear foot of occupancy frontage,
nothwithstanding the provisions of Section 23.040.020.B. and
23.04.020.E.4.a.(6).

(b) The total amount of square footage of sign area for all skyline signs
or roof signs on buildings eighty (80) feet or greater in height
above grade shall not exceed five hundred (500) square feet per
building and any one such skyline sign or roof sign shall not be
larger than two hundred fifty (250) square feet.

(c) The total amount of square footage of sign area for skyline signs for
non-garage uses on the top floor of parking garages shall not
exceed five hundred (500) square feet per building and any one
such skyline sign shall not be larger than two hundred fifty (250)
square feet.

(3) In the area located ih the Edenvale Industrial Redevelopment Area:

(a) The total amount of square footage of sign area for all skyline signs
on buildings less than eighty (80) feet shall be limited in size to an
area equal to one half (1/2) of the first floor sign area allowances.

(b) The total amount of square footage of sign area for all skyline signs
or roof signs on buildings eighty (80) feet or greater in height
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above grade shall not exceed five hundred (500) square feet per
building and any one such skyline sign or roof sign shall not be
larger than two hundred fifty (250) square feet.

(c) The total amount of square footage of sign area for skyline signs for
non-garage uses on the top floor of parking garages shall not
exceed five hundred (500) square feet per building and any one
such skyline sign shall not be larger than two hundred fifty (250)
square feet.

c. Quantity: A total of either two (2) skyline signs or two (2) roof signs are
allowed per building; provided, however, that in the Edenvale Industrial
Redevelopment Area a combination of skyline and roof signs are allowed
not to exceed two (2) signs in the aggregate per building.

~d. There shall not be both a skyline sign and a roof sign on the same building

or on connected buildings, subject to the provisions of Subsection
23.04.020.E.4.c above.

SECTION 9. Section 23.04.030 of Chapter 23.04 of Title 23 of the San José Municipal
Code is amended to read as follows:

23.04.030 Free-Standing Signs

A. Quantity.

1. One (1) free-standing sign shall be allowed on a parcel for each street
frontage of the parcel which measures one hundred (100) linear feet or more
in length.

2. Exceptions.

(a) Capitol Expressway Auto Mall Signage Area. Parcels located entirely
within the Capitol Expressway Auto Mall Signage Area may have one (1)
free-standing sign per parcel, plus one (1) additional free-standing sign for
each automobile manufacturer sold on that parcel up to a maximum of two
(2) such additional free-standing signs, such that the total number of free-
standing signs allowed on the parcel shall not exceed a total maximum of

“three (3) free-standing signs.

(b) Stevens Creek Boulevard Signage Area. In addition to the signs allowed in
Section 23.04.030.A.1, parcels located entirely within the Stevens Creek
Boulevard Signage Area may have: '

(1) One (1) additional Free-Standing Sign for each one hundred (100)
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linear feet of outdoor retail display frontage of that parcel up to a
maximum of two (2) additional Free-Standing Signs, provided that
the total number of Free-Standing Signs allowed on any parcel
shall not exceed a total maximum of three (3) Free-Standing Signs.

(c) Stevens Creek Boulevard Signage Area. Only until March 16, 2015,
parcels fronting onto the portion of Stevens Creek Boulevard between
Henry Avenue and Richfield Drive (excluding parcels with Kiely Boulevard
or Saratoga Avenue frontages), that either have a minimum of three
‘hundred (300) linear feet of street frontage along Stevens Creek
Boulevard or are at least five (5) acres in size, may have one (1)
freestanding programmable electronic sign that fully conforms to the
following conditions and criteria at all times as part of a temporary pilot
program to evaluate the safety and land use impacts of such signs:

(1) The programmable electronic sign is a part of an otherwise
permitted freestanding sign and constitutes no more than seventy-
five percent (75%) of the area of that sign.

(2) The maximum area for the programmable electronic sign shall be
ninety (90) square feet.

(3) Thé maximum height for the programmable electronic sign shall be
the lesser of forty (40) feet or the area of the sign divided by 3.75.

(4) Operation of the programmable electronic sign shall conform to the
provisions of Section 23.02.905.

(5) Programmable electronic signs shall be located at a distance of at
least 100 feet from another programmable electronic sign, at least
200 feet from residentially zoned parcels, and no more than 150
feet from Stevens Creek Boulevard.

(6) Programmable electronic signs shall be located in a manner that
the Director determines will not adversely interfere with the visibility
or functioning of traffic signals and traffic signage, taking into
consideration physical elements of the sign and the surrounding
area, such as information analyzing physical obstruction issues,
line of sight issues, brightness issues and visual obstruction or

- impairment issues.

(7) The programmable electronic signs may display only on-site
commercial or non-commercial messages.

(d) Oakridge / Blossom Hill Urban Village Signage Area.
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(1) Only until March 16, 2015, parcels fronting onto Blossom Hill
Road, as described below, may have one (1) freestanding
programmable electronic sign that fully conforms to all of the
conditions and criteria set forth in this subsection (d) at all times as
part of a temporary pilot program to evaluate the safety and land
use impacts of such signs:

i. A parcel fronting onto Blossom Hill Road that has a minimum
of 300 linear feet of street frontage along Blossom Hill Road,
or

ii. A parcel fronting onto Blossom Hill Road that is at least 5
acres in size, or

iii. One or more parcels that are part of a contiguous shopping
center functioning as a single unit with a minimum of 300
linear feet of street frontage along Blossom Hill Road.

(2) Only until March 16, 2015, one or more parcels that are part of a

contiguous shopping center functioning as a single unit with a
minimum of 300 linear feet of street frontage along Blossom Hill
Road and a minimum of 300 linear feet of street frontage along
Santa Teresa Boulevard, and that are a minimum of 5 acres in
size in the aggregate, may have a maximum of one (1) .
freestanding programmable electronic sign on Blossom Hill Road
and one (1) freestanding programmable electronic sign on Santa
Teresa Boulevard, provided that those signs fully conform with all
of the conditions and criteria set forth in this subsection (d) at all
times as part of a temporary pilot program to evaluate the safety
and land use impacts of such signs.

(3) The programmable electronic sign is a part of an otherwise
permitted freestanding sign and constitutes no more than seventy-
five percent (75%) of the area of that sign.

(4) The maximum area for the programmable electronic sign shall be
ninety (90) square feet.

(5) The maximum height for the programmable electronic sign shall be
the lesser of forty (40) feet or the area of the sign divided by 3.75.

(6) Operation of the programmable electronic sign shall conform to the
provisions of Section 23.02.905. :
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(7) Programmable electronic signs shall be located at a distance of at
least 100 feet from another programmable electronic sign on the
same street, at least 200 feet from residentially zoned parcels, and
no more than 150 feet from Blossom Hill Road.

(8) Programmable electronic signs shall be located in a manner that
the Director determines will not adversely interfere with the visibility
or functioning of traffic signals and traffic signage, taking into
consideration physical elements of the sign and the surrounding
area, such as information analyzing physical obstruction issues,
line of sight issues, brightness issues and visual obstruction or
impairment issues.

(9) The programmable electronic sign may display only on-site
commercial or non-commercial messages.

(e) Parcels with more than five hundred (500) linear feet of street frontage
along one single public right-of-way and zoned CG General Commercial
District, IP Industrial Park District, LI Light Industrial District, HIl Heavy
Industrial District, or Planned Development (PD) Overlay District (allowing
for uses similar to the CG General Commercial District, IP Industrial Park
District, LI Light Industrial District, or HI Heavy Industrial District) may
have one (1) additional free-standing sign for each four hundred (400)
linear feet of street frontage along that particular public right away that is
beyond the initial five hundred (500) linear feet of street frontage on that
particular public right-of-way, subject to those size limitations set forth in
Section 23.04.030 (B).

3. Architectural Sign Cluster. Parcels that are fifteen (15) acres or more in size
may have, in lieu of a freestanding sign that would otherwise be allowed under
this Title, an Architectural Sign Cluster that conforms to all of the following
criteria:

(a) The Architectural Sign Cluster does not display more than a total of
three (3) separate attached or freestanding signs; and

(b) All of the signs are integrated with l[andscape structures on the site
to form a single cohesive design unit; and

(c) No sign in the Architectural Sign Cluster is located more than thirty
(30) feet from any other sign in the Architectural Sign Cluster; and

(d) The total area of all signs within the Architectural Sign Cluster does
not exceed the maximum sign area allowed for the freestanding
sign that otherwise would have been allowed pursuant to Section
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23.04.030.B.1; and

(e) No sign Freestanding or Attached Sign is displayed at a height
greater than twenty (20) feet; and

(f) All Freestanding Signs conform to the setback requirements of
Section 23.04.030.C.1, and all landscape structures conform to the
setback requirements of Title 20 of this Code.

(9) Notwithstanding the requirements of Section 23.02.910.B.1, if the
message surface of a sign in an Architectural Sign Cluster is
integral to the surface of a wall or landscape feature, the area of the
sign shall consist of the area of the message only and not include
the area of the wall or other landscape feature that does not display
a message.

(h) The total number of Architectural Sign Clusters that may be allowed
on any one parcel shall not exceed three (3).

4. For corner parcels, no more than one free-standing sign shall be located

within one hundred feet of the corner intersection.

Size.

1.

The aggregate sign area of all free-standing signs on a parcel shall not
exceed a total area equal to one square foot per each five linear feet of street
frontage of the parcel, and the aggregate sign area of all free-standing signs
along one single public right-of-way shall not exceed a total area equal to one
square foot per each five linear feet of street frontage along that one public
right of way.

No free-standing sign shall have an area in excess of one hundred twenty
(120) square feet.

A free-standing sign shall have a maximum sign area of forty (40) square feet
when facing streets with residential uses or zoning districts across the street.

Exceptions.

a. Capitol Expressway Auto Mall Signage Area. For parcels located
entirely within the Capitol Expressway Auto Mall Signage Area, one
allowed (1) free-standing sign on a parcel shall not exceed a maximum
sign area of one hundred twenty (120) square feet and any remaining
allowed free-standing sign on a parcel shall not exceed a maximum
sign area of fifty (50) square feet.
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C.

b. Stevens Creek Boulevard Signage Area. For parcels located entirely
within the Stevens Creek Boulevard Signage Area:

(1) The aggregate sign area of all free-standing signs allowed on a
parcel pursuant to the provisions of this Section shall not exceed a
total area equal to three and thirty-five hundredths (3.35) square
feet per each five (5) linear feet of street frontage of the parcel, and
the aggregate sign area of all free-standing signs along one single
public right-of-way shall not exceed a total area equal to three and
thirty-five hundredths (3.35) square feet per each five (5) linear feet
of street frontage along that one public right of way, except that any
freestanding sign allowed for an outdoor retail display frontage shall
not exceed a maximum sign area of seventy-five (75) square feet
and shall not be included in the calculation of aggregate sign area.

(2) No free-standing} sign shall have an area in excess of one hundred
and fifty (150) square feet in any event.

c. Programmable Electronic Signs. For all Assembly Spaces, the sign
area of a programmable electronic free-standing sign along one single
public right-of-way shall not exceed a total area equal to one (1)
square foot per 2.5 linear feet of street frontage along that one public
right of way.

Height.

1.

The maximum height of a free-standing sign shall be the square footage of
the sign area divided by four. However, in no event shall the height of any
sign exceed twenty (20) feet.

Exceptions:

a. For parcels located entirely within the Capitol Expressway Auto Mall
Signage Area, the maximum height of one (1) free-standing sign on a
parcel shall not exceed twenty-five (25) feet and the maximum height of
any other allowed free-standing sign on the parcel shall not exceed nine
(9) feet.

b. For parcels located entirely within the Stevens Creek Boulevard Sighage
Area, the maximum height of any one (1) free-standing sign on a parcel
shall not exceed the square footage of the sign area divided by three and
seventy-five hundredths (3.75) and in no event shall the height of the sign
exceed forty (40) feet.
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c. The height of a free standing sign with a programmable electronic sign
component shall not be more than fifty (50) feet above grade for Large
Assembly Spaces.

D. Setbacks.

1.

The required front setback of a free-standing sign on a parcel shall be a
minimum of four (4) feet for any sign that is six (6) feet or less in height, six
(6) feet for any sign greater than six (6) feet in height but less than ten (10)
feet in height, and ten (10) feet for any sign that is ten (10) feet or greater in
height.

Exception:
a. For parcels located entirely within the Capitol Expressway Auto Mall
Signage Area, the required front setback of any free-standing sign on the

parcel shall be a minimum of four (4) feet.

b. Programmable electronic signs shall be at least one hundred fifty (150)
feet from a residentially zoned parcel.

Each free-standing sign shall be located at least twenty-five (25) feet from the
side and rear property lines of the parcel.

E. Programmable Electronic Signs

1.

The free standing sign allowed for a Small Assembly Space in accordance

with Section 23.04.030.A. above may have a programmable electronic sign
component not to exceed seventy-five percent (75%) of the allowable sign

area. No more than one (1) sign (attached or free-standing) shall include a

programmable electronic sign component.

The free standing sign allowed for a Large Assembly Space in accordance
with Section 23.04.030.A. above may have a programmable electronic sign
component not to exceed seventy-five percent (75%) of the allowable sign

area. No more than two (2) signs (attached or free-standing) shall include a
programmable electronic sign component.

The operation of a programmable electronic sign shall conform’to the
provisions of Section 23.02.905.

F. Other Provisions.

1.

Sign Base. All freestanding signs shall be placed on a base of at [east
eighteen (18) inches in height that is architecturally consistent with the main
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building of the parcel and the freestanding sign it supports. The base shall be
constructed of durable materials to reduce the likelihood of unsightly signs
and blighted conditions.

2. Landscaping. All free-standing signs shall be located fully within a landscaped
area extending from the supporting structure of the sign to a point on all sides
that is at least four feet from vertical lines drawn from the outer edges of the
sign. For purposes of this provision, “landscaped area" shall mean an area
containing live plant material including, but not limited to, ground cover,
shrubs, grass and trees.

3. Time and Temperature Signs.

a. Any otherwise allowed free-standing sign may include a time and
temperature sign not exceeding fifteen square feet in sign area.

b. Atime and temperature sign not exceeding fifteen square feet in sign
area, excluding any frame, may be located on the primary building on a
parcel.

c. Any time and temperature sign meeting the requirements of
Subsection a or b above shall not reduce otherwise allowable signage.

Multiple Parcels Subject to a Single Development Permit.

Where more than one parcel is subject to a single development permit issued
pursuant to Chapter 20.100, the term “parcel" as used in this section shall mean
the entire site covered by the single development permit.

SECTION 10. Section 23.04.100 of Chapter 23.04 of Title 23 of the San José Municipal

Code is amended to read as follows:

23.04.100 Application

A.

This Part shall govern standards for signage for all nonresidential uses in the
Downtown Sign Zone. :

Signage for uses located in the OS-Open Space or A-Agricultural District orin a
residentially zoned district shall be governed by Part 4 of this Chapter.

Standards for temporary signs shall be governed by Parts 7 and 8 of this
Chapter.

For purposes of this Title, “Downtown Sigh Zone" shall mean the Downtown
Growth Area as defined in the Planned Growth Areas Diagram of the Generall
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Plan.

E. For purposes of this Title, “San Pedro Square Signage Area” shall mean that
certain area encompassing those real property parcels located entirely within the
area bounded by West Santa Clara Street, North San Pedro Street, West Saint
John Street and AlImaden Avenue.

SECTION 11. Section 23.04.110 of Chapter 23.04 of Title 23 of the San José Municipal

Code is amended fo read as follows:

23.04.110 Amount of Signage

A Except as provided in Subsection B below:

1.

The aggregate sign area of all signs on an occupancy frontage shall not
exceed two and five-tenths (2.5) square feet for each linear foot of occupancy
frontage.

Except as otherwise specifically allowed in this Part, the maximum sign area
for any one sign shall not exceed one and five-tenths (1.5) square feet for
each linear foot of occupancy frontage where the sign is displayed except that
in the San Pedro Square Signage Area the maximum area for any one sign
on a single-story building shall be two and twenty-five hundredths (2.25)
square feet for each linear foot of building frontage where the sign is
displayed.

Signs may be displaye.d on more than one occupancy frontage, subject to the
maximum amount of signage allowed for each occupancy frontage.

B. Instead of the signage amount permitted by Subsection A above, an applicant, at
applicant's option, may select any of the following methods, as applicable, for
determining maximum amount of signage:

1.

Maximum signage for a parcel may be based on street frontage instead of
occupancy frontage. In such case, the total amount of signage on each street
frontage shall not exceed one square foot for each linear foot of street
frontage.

For an occupancy frontage including a marquee, maximum sign area of the
marquee, maximum amount of other signage on the occupancy frontage and
placement of signs may be determined by the Director subject to design '
approval.
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3. For a single building with a footprint of one hundred twenty-five thousand

(125,000) square feet or more, maximum signage may be determined as
follows: :

a. A building with a footprint of one hundred twenty-five thousand (125,000)

~square feet or more but less than one hundred seventy-five thousand
(175,000) square feet may have one programmable electronic sign plus
other signage as allowed in Subsection ¢ below.

b. A building with a footprint of one hundred seventy-five thousand (175,000)
square feet or more may have up to two programmable electronic signs
plus other signage as allowed in Subsection ¢ below.

c. The total signage for the building, including programmable electronic
sign(s) and other signage, shall not exceed seventy-five (75) percent of
the signage allowance computed as in Subsection 23.04.110.A above;
however, the signage allowance computed as in Subsection 23.04.110.A
above for all occupancy frontages of such building may be aggregated for
the purpose of determining the maximum allowable size of the -
programmable electronic sign(s).

C. Inflatable signs expressly allowed under Section 23.04.120.R below shall not
reduce the allowable signage permitted under Subsections 23.04.110.A and
23.04.110.B.

D. Small Assembly Spaces may have as part of allowed signage one (1)

programmable electronic sign; and Large Assembly Spaces may have as part of
allowed signage up to two. (2) programmable electronic signs, all as described in
Subsection 23.04.120.J.4 below.

SECTION 12. Section 23.04.120 of Chapter 23.04 of Title 23 of the San José Municipal

Code is amended to read as follows:

23.04.120 Types of Signs

A. Any Combination of Signs.

1.

Signage allowed by Section 23.04.110 may consist of any combination of
allowed free-standing signs, flat-mounted signs, projecting signs, awning
signs, banners, inflatable or balloon signs, arcade signs, programmable
electronic signs for Assembly Spaces, skyline signs and roof signs.
Segmented signs are allowed.

Each occupancy frontage may also display window signs, temporary signs,
safety or directional signs, and any other signs expressly authorized by this
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Code.

B. Free-Standing Signs.

1.

Except as provided in this Subsection, free-standing signs shall not exceed
eight feet (8) in height above grade.

Free-standing signs that are less than six feet wide may be up to twenty-five
(25) feet in height above grade.

The height of construction signs shall be as set forth in Section 23.04.610B.6.
Free-standing roof signs in accordance with Subsection G below and free-

standing programmable electronic signs in accordance with Subsection J
below shall not be subject to the foregoing height restrictions.

C. Flat-Mounted Signs.

1.

Flat-mounted signs (except for permitted skyline signs, flat roof-top signs and
banner signs) shall be displayed no higher than thirty (30) feet above grade,
except as otherwise specifically allowed in this Section and in Section
23.04.120.J.4 for Assembly Spaces.

Flat-mounted signs on buildings located within two hundred (200) feet of the
travel lane of a freeway may be located at a height of up to sixty (60) feet
above grade. Such signs may be criented towards a freeway regardless of
whether there is an intervening street.

Flat-mounted signs (exbe’pt for permitted skyline signs, flat roof-top signs and
banner signs) shall be displayed no higher than eighty (80) feet above grade
when the building meets all of the following criteria:

a. The building is eighty (80) feet or greater in height above grade; and

b. The building has a building footprint of one hundred fifty thousand
(150,000) square feet or greater.

Flat-mounted signs shall-not project more than two (2) inches from the face of
the building, except for:

a. Flat-mounted signs consisting of individual letters or letters attached to
raceways; or

b. Flat roof-top signs that may project no more than sixty (60) inches from
the face of the roof.
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D. Vertical Projecting Signs, Fin Signs and Arcade Signs.

1. Vertical Projecting Signs:

a. Shall be located at least twenty (20) feet but no higher than seventy (70)
feet above grade, except that any Vertical Projecting Sign with a total area
that is one hundred (100) square feet or less shall be located fifteen (15)
or more feet above grade, and

b. Shall project no more than five feet six inches, (5'6") from the building
surface to which the sign is attached, and

c. May project above the cornice or parapet of a building a distance no
greater than ten (10) feet.

2. Fin Signs:

a. Shall be located at least eight (8) feet but no higher than thirty (30) feet
above grade, except that in the San Pedro Square Signage Area a fin sign
on a single-story building may be located no higher than forty (40) feet
above grade; and

b. Shall project no more than seven feet six inches (7°6”) from the building
surface to which the sign is attached.

¢. May project above the cornice or parapet of a building a distance no
greater than the vertical dimension of the sign divided by four (4), except
that a Fin Sign located in the San Pedro Square Signage Area on a single-
story building may project above the cornice or parapet a distance greater
than the vertical dimension of the sign divided by four (4).
3. Arcade Signs:
a. Shall be located at least eight (8) feet above grade.

E. Awning Signs: Porte-Cochere Signs.

1. Awning signs shall be located no higher than thirty (30) feet above grade.

2. Signage on awnings shall be limited fo twenty-five (25) percent of the exterior
surface area of the awning.

3. Signage on porte-cocheres shall be allowed only on vertical surfaces of the
porte-cochere and shall be limited to twenty-five (25) percent of the exterior
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surface area of the vertical surfaces of the porte-cochere.

F. Banner Signs.

1. Free-standing banners shall comply with the provisions of Section
23.04.120.B above.

2. Projecting banners shall comply with the provisions of Section 23.04.120.D
above.

3. Flat-mounted banners:
a. Shall not exceed twenty (20) feet in width; and
b. Shall be located no higher than fifty (50) feet above grade, provided that
banners located higher than thirty (30) feet above grade shall be mounted
within building recesses or portals.

4, Notwithstanding'any provision of this Chapter to the contrary, buildings with a
footprint of seventy-five thousand (75,000) square feet or greater may erect
banners only in compliance with all of the following criteria:

a. A total maximum of five banners shall be allowed at any time;
b. One banner may be up to a maximum of one thousand two hundred
(1,200) square feet in total area and any and all remaining banners may

be up to a maximum of six hundred (600) square feet in total area; and

c. All banners shall be placed no higher than eighty (80) feet above finished
grade; and

d. All banners shall contain and display noncommercial messages only.

G. Skyline Signs: Roof signs

1. Applicability

a. Buildings one hundred forty (140) feet or greater in height above grade
may have either skyline signs or roof signs; and

b. Buildings greater than eighty (80) feet and less than one hundred forty
(140) feet in height above grade may have skyline signs; and

c. Non-garage uses on the top floor of parking garages may have skyline
signs.
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Buildings that are no more than one (1) story in height and located within
the San Pedro Square Signage Area may have one (1) roof sign.

2. Dimensions

a.

The total amount of square footage of sign area for all skyline signs or roof
signs on buildings two hundred twenty-five (225) feet or greater in height
above grade shall not exceed two thousand (2,000) square feet per
building. Any one such skyline sign or roof sign shall not be larger than
one thousand (1,000) square feet.

. The total amount of square footage of sign area for all skyline signs or roof

signs on buildings one hundred ninety (190) feet or greater in height
above grade and less than two hundred twenty-five (225) feet in height
above grade shall not exceed one thousand four hundred (1,400) square
feet per building. Any one such skyline sign or roof sign shall not be larger
than seven hundred (700) square feet.

. The total amount of square footage of sign area for all skyline signs or roof

signs on buildings one hundred forty (140) feet or greater in height above
grade and less than one hundred ninety (190) feet in height above grade
shall not exceed one thousand one hundred (1,100) square feet per
building. Any one such skyline sign or roof sign shall not be larger than
five hundred fifty (550) square feet. :

. The total amount of square footage of sign area for all skyline signs on

buildings greater than eighty (80) feet and less than one hundred forty
(140) feet in height above grade shall not exceed five hundred (500)
square feet per building. Any one such skyline sign shall not be larger
than two hundred fifty (250) square feet.

. The total amount of square footage of sign area for skyline signs for non-

garage uses on the top floor of parking garages shall not exceed seven
hundred fifty (750) square feet per building. Any one such skyline sign
shall not be larger than five hundred (500) square feet.

Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 23.04.110.A.2, the total amount
of square footage of sign area for a roof sign on a building that is no more
than one (1) story in height and located in the San Pedro Square Signhage
Area shall not exceed two and twenty-five hundredths (2.25) square feet
for each linear foot of building frontage. Such roof sign shall not extend
more than ten (10) feet above the cornice or parapet of a building.

3. Each skyline sign or roof sign shall be designed as an integral part of the
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building design and placed on a permanent architectural element which has
been designed to accommodate it.

4. There shall not be both a skyline sign and a roof sign on the same building or
on connected buildings.

5. Skyline signs and roof signs may be illuminated with external lighting;
halolighting; and internal lighting if only the letters or symbols are illuminated.
Such signs shall be illuminated only with continuous lighting except that
gradual color changes shall be allowed if there is no perception of flashing
lights created. :

6. Skyline signs and roof signs on buildings greater than eighty (80) feet in
height above grade shall not reduce otherwise allowable signage for the
building or parcel.

7. Unless otherwise set forth in this Section, a total of two skyline or roof signs
are allowed per building.

H. Window Signs. Window signs consistent with Section 23.02.1060 of this Title-
shall be allowed on first- and second-story windows.

l. Marquees.

1. Marquees are allowed for theatres and movie houses and on buildings
containing marquees that historically were theatres or movie houses.

2. A marquee, including any vertical projection, is a single sign and an
architectural element. The vertical projection of a marquee may project
above the cornice line of a building.

3. Marquees may be animated signs or have animated sections.

4. Marquee signage shall not be subject to the size and placement limitations
elsewhere in this Part, but instead shall be subject to the provisions of
Section 23.04.110B.2.

J. Programmable Electronic Signs.

1. For a single building with a footprint of at least one hundred twenty-five
thousand (125,000) square feet, a maximum of two (2), attached
programmable electronic signs are allowed, subject to the approval of the
Director, whose approval shall be issued when the sign or signs meet all of
the following criteria:
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a. The sign(s) shall be located no higher than twelve (12) feet from grade
‘unless the Director finds that a greater height achieves a pedestrian-level
orientation; and

b. The sign(s) shall not reduce or obscure glazihg; and

c. Each sign does not exceed a maximum size of eighteen (18) square feet
in sign area; and

d. No sign is displayed on the exterior of that portion of a building containing
residential uses.

2. For a building with one (1) or more single ground-floor occupancy frontages of
at least one hundred (100) linear feet, a maximum of one (1) attached
programmable electronic sign is allowed per single ground-floor occupancy
frontage, or one (1) attached sign for any ground floor occupancy with a total
frontage of at least one hundred fifty (150) feet on two (2) streets, subject to
approval of the Director, whose approval shall be issued when the sign meets
all of the following criteria:

a. The sign shall be mounted to the building and located no higher than
twenty-five (25) feet above grade; and

b. The sign shall not reduce or obscure glazing; and

c. The sign shall not exceed a maximum size of thirty-five (35) square feet in
sign area and shall not exceed seventy five percent (75%) of the total sign
area; and

d. The sign shall not be mounted on the exterior of or illuminate that portion
of a building fagade or wall containing residential living units on the other
side.

e. Operation of a programmable electronic sign shall conform to the
‘ provisions of Section 23.02.905.

3. Programmable Electronic Kiosk Signs. -

Programmable Electronic Kiosk Signs are allowed subject to the following
criteria and conditions:

a. The total sign area on kiosks shall not exceed eighteen (18) square feet
per kiosk face in the aggregate, and no Programmable Electronic Kiosk
Sign shall be located higher than eight (8) feet in height above grade.
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b. Programmable Electronic-Kiosk Signs may be animated and/or may be
iluminated with continuous external or internal lighting.

c. Programmable Electronic Kiosk Signs shall not be displayed on kiosks
located within two-hundred (200) feet of another kiosk displaying a
Programmable Display Kiosk Sign.

d. A minimum width of unobstructed sidewalk clearance of four (4) feet shall
be maintained around a kiosk for pedestrian traffic.

e. All Programmable Electronic Signs and Programmable Electronic Kiosk
Signs shall conform to the requirements of Section 23.02.905 of this Title.

. Assembly Spaces.

a. An attached or free-standing sign allowed for a Small Assembly Space in
accordance with Section 23.04.120 may have a programmable electronic

- sign component not to exceed seventy-five percent (75%) of the allowable
sign area. No more than one (1) sign (attached or free-standing) shall
include a programmable electronic sign.

1. The maximum height for a free standing programmable electronic sign
shall be twenty five (25) feet above grade.

2. The maximum height for an attached programmable electronic sign
shall be shall be thirty (30) feet above grade.

b. An attached or free standing sign allowed for a Large Assembly Space in
accordance with Section 23.04.120 may have a programmable electronic
sign component not to exceed seventy-five percent (75%) of the allowable
sign area. ‘

1. The maximum height for a freestanding or attached programmable
electronic sign shall be fifty (50) feet above grade.

c. Other criteria:

1. The maximum area for a programmable electronic sign component
shall be limited to fifty (50) square feet if the sign is located one
hundred (100) feet or less from a residentially zoned parcel and to two
hundred fifty (250) square feet for signs setback more than one
hundred (100) feet from a residentially zoned parcel.

2. Operation of a programmable electronic sign shall conform to the
provisions of Section 23.02.905.
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N.

Time and Temperature Signs.

1.

Any sign otherwise permitted in this Part may include a time and temperature
sign, provided that a time and temperature sign may not be established within
three hundred (300) feet of another time and temperature sign.

Each time and temperature sign shall be limited to fifteen (15) square feet in
sign area, excluding any frame.

Time and temperature signs may not be located higher than thirty (30) feet
above grade.

Lightbox Signs for Gasoline Service Stations

Lightbox signs at gasoline service stations shall not exceed twenty (20) percent
of the surface area of the lightbox up to a maximum of eight square feet.

Architectural Signs

1.

The total amount of Architectural Signs allowed on any cne building shall not
exceed a total maximum area of two hundred (200) square feet per building,
in the aggregate.

Each Architectural Sign shall be limited in area to a maximum of thirty-two
(32) square feet, except that one Architectural Sign of up to one hundred
(100) square feet in area may be located on one building frontage, all subject.
to the total maximum area allowed under Subsection 23.04.120.N.1 above.

Architectural Signs may be allowed on the exterior of that portion of a building
containing residential uses. ’

Public Parking Garage Signs.

1.

Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Title, one (1) Public Parking
Garage sign per street frontage shall be allowed on any building containing a
garage with two hundred (200) or more parking spaces that are open and
available for parking to the general public.

2. Such sign:

a. Shall be flat-mounted.

b. Shall be a maximum of one hundred (100) square feet in sign area.
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c. Shall be located at least thirty (30) feet but no higher than seventy (70)
feet above grade and shall not project above the cornice or parapet of

the building.

3. Such sign shall not reduce otherwise allowable signage for the parcel or
building.

0. Freeway or Highway Off-Ramp Signs.

1. Subject to the provisions of Section 23.02.1180, a building greater than eighty
(80) feet in height above grade located on a parcel of real property that is
directly adjacent to a freeway off-ramp or highway off-ramp may have only the
following skyline or roof signs:

a. A maximum of two skyline or roof signs that conform to all of the
applicable requirements set forth in Section 23.04.120.G; or

b. A maximum of one skyline or roof sign that conforms to all of the
applicable requirements set forth in Section 23.04.120.G and one flat-
mounted sign that meets all of the following criteria:

(1) The size of the sign shall not exceed a maximum of one hundred (100)
square feet in sign area;

(2) The sign shall be mounted to the building with an orientation that is
perpendicular to, and is not directly facing, the centerline of the
freeway or highway off-ramp; and

(3) The sign shall not be visible from the main freeway or highway to
which the off ramp is attached.

P. Flat Roof-Top Sians.

1. Buildings with a footprint of one hundred fifty thousand (150,000) square feet
or greater may install a maximum of two flat roof-top signs that meet all of the

following criteria:

a. Each flat roof-top shall not exceed a maximum of sixteen thousand
(16,000) square feet in sign area, and the total sign area of two flat roof-
top signs shall not exceed a maximum of thirty-two thousand (32,000)

square feet; and
b. A flat roof-top sign may be externally or internally illuminated with
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continuous lighting between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 12:00 a.m., but -

shall not be illuminated by any means after 12:00 a.m. and before 7 00
a.m.; and

c. Any illumination of a flat roof-top sign shall fully conform with the

City’s lighting policies, unless an exception is granted therefore or
applicable thereto; and

d. Any illumination of a flat roof-top sign shall not produce light that is
visible with the naked eye from public areas located within one hundred
(100) feet of the building on which the sign is installed.

Q. Inflatable or Balloon Signs.

1. Inflatable or balloon signs may be allowed on sites and in a manner meeting
all of the following criteria:

a. The size of the parcel on which the inflatable or balloon sign would be
located shall be a minimum of seven (7) acres; and

b. A maximum of one (1) inflatable or balloon sign may be installed on a
building on each such parcel; and

c. The sign must be safely and securely mounted to the roof of a building
with a minimum floor area of fifty thousand (50,000) square feet and a
maximum height of fifty (50) feet.

2. The inflatable or balloon sign allowed under this Sectiona‘must meet the
additional following criteria:

a. The inflatable or balloon sign shall be no greater than three thousand six
hundred (3,600) cubic feet in size; and

b. The inflatable or balloon sign shall extend no higher than the lesser of
the following heights:

(1) Thirty (30) feet above the building parapet or building roof surface if
there is no parapet; or

(2) The height set forth in a no hazard determination by the Federal
Aviation Administration; and

c. The inflatable or balloon sign shall extend no more than ten (10) feet
below the building parapet or building roof surface if there is no parapet.
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R. Projected Light Signs.

1. A building with a footprint of 100,000 square feet or greater may allow one (1)
projected light sign on the building per calendar year that meets all of the
following criteria:

a. A Projected Light Sign shall be no greater than 12,000 square feet in
area; and

b. A Projected Light Sign shall be located no higher than sixty (60) feet
above grade; and

c. A Projected Light Sign shall not be of an illumination intensity or
character that creates a safety hazard or undue disturbance for vehicles,
pedestrian or occupants in the area and shall conform to all applicable
Federal Aviation Administration requirements; and

d. A Projected Light Sign and associated projection equipment may be
allowed only during such time period as specified in a permit issued by
the Director finding that all the criteria specified in this Section are met
for a proposed Projected Light Sign, and which time period in all
instances shall not exceed a maximum period of sixty (60) days per
calendar year; and

2. A permit application for a Projected Light Sign shall be signed by all private
property owners upon whose real property a Projected Light Sign is projected,
upon whose property associated projection equipment is located, and upon
whose property the associated projected light directly traverses.

3. A Projected Light Sign may be animated.

4. A Projected Light Sign shall not reduce otherwise allowed signage area for
the building upon which it is projected nor for any other affected property.

SECTION 13. Section 23.04.152 of Chapter 23.04 of Title 23 of the San José Municipal
Code is amended to read as follows:

23.04.152 Definitions
For purposes of this Part, the following terms shall have the following meanings:

A. An “Urban Mixed Use Development Area Sign Zone” means an area comprising
a group of contiguous parcels of land that meets all of the following criteria: -

1. Was developed or is being developed under a single planning process and
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coordinated implementation, such as a single planned development zoning
and permit, that addresses uses and development on the entirety of the
contiguous parcels within the area; and

2. Was developed or is being developed as an urban center with dense retail
and commercial uses; and

3. Is a minimum of forty (40) acres in size; and

4. Atleast fifty percent (50%) of the ground-level parcels are developed with
buildings:

a. That are greater than three (3) stories in height; and

b: Whose ground levels are not separated from pedestrian-oriented streets
by parking areas; and

5. At least thirty-five percent (35%) of commercial development is contained
within Vertically Mixed Use Buildings served by structure parking.

B. “Vertically Mixed Uses” means a combination of commercial and residential uses
contained within and occupying a single building of at least four (4) stories where
a minimum of forty percent (40%) of the ground-floor area is commercial or a
minimum of forty percent (40%) of the ground-floor building frontage is
commercial.

C. A “Vertically Mixed Use Building” means a single building containing Vertically
Mixed Uses.

D. A "Mixed Use Commeércial Fagade” means the exterior of that portion of a
Vertically Mixed Use Building occupied by non-residential uses.

E. A “Mixed Use Residential Fagade” means the exterior of that portion of a
Vertically Mixed Use Building occupied by residential uses.

F. “Architectural Signs” mean permanent signs that are integral to the design of a
doorway, column, cornice or parapet and the materials of which are integral to
the surface of the building facade.

G. “Vending Cart Signs” mean signs mounted on portable vending carts, which carts
have been approved for location on the private property.

H. “Retail Pavilion Signs” mean signs mounted on single-story, stand alone retail
buildings that have a building footprint of five hundred (500) square feet or less.
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L. ‘Programmable Display Kiosk Signs” mean programmable electronic signs
mounted on a kiosk or kiosk-like structure that has a footprint of no more than
twenty-five (25) square feet, has a maximum side length of five (5) feet, and is
located on a private sidewalk or plaza.

SECTION 14. Section 23.04.154 of Chapter 23.04 of Title 23 of the San José Municipal
Code is amended to read as follows:

23.04.154 Amount of Signage

A. Except as specifically allowed otherwise in this Part, signage for non-residential
uses and for any Vertically Mixed Use Building shall be based on commercial
occupancy frontage.

B. Signage for Vertically Mixed Use Buildings shall be allowed on both the Mixed
Use Commercial Fagades and the Mixed Use Residential Facades, except as
limited in this Part.

C. Except as provided in Subsections 23.04.154.D and E below:

1. The aggregate sign area of all signs allowed for a commercial occupancy
frontage shall not exceed two and five-tenths (2.5) square feet for each linear
foot of occupancy frontage.

2. The maximum sign area for any one sign shall not exceed one and five-tenths
-(1.5) square feet for each linear foot of commercial occupancy frontage where
the sign is to be displayed.

3. Signs may be displayed for more than one occupancy frontage, subject to the
maximum amount of signage allowed for each occupancy frontage.

D. Instead of the signage amount permitted by Subsection 23.04.154.C above, an
applicant, at applicant's option, may select any of the following methods, as
applicable, for determining maximum amount of signage:

1. Maximum sighage for a parcel may be based on street frontage, instead of
occupancy frontage. In such case, the total amount of signage on each street
frontage shall not exceed two and five tenths (2.5) square feet for each linear
foot of street frontage.

2. For an occupancy frontage including a marquee, maximum sign area of the
marquee, maximum amount of other signage on the occupancy frontage and
placement of signs may be determined by the Director subject to design
approval.
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E. The amount of allowable signage permitted under Subsection 23.04.154.C above
’ shall not be reduced by the following signage:

1.

2.

3.

4,

Signage for vending carts expressly allowed under Section 23.04.156.K; and
Signage for retail pavilions expressly allowed under Section 23.04.156.L; and
Architectural signs expressly allowed under Section 23.04.156.J; and

Programmable electronic signs and programmable display kiosk signs
expressly allowed under Section 23.04.156.M.

SECTION 15. Section 23.04.156 of Chapter 23 04 of Tltle 23 of the San José Municipal

Code is amended to read as follows:

23.04.156 Types of Signs

A. Any Combination of Sians.

1.

Sighage allowed by Section 23.04.154 may consist of any combination of
allowed free-standing signs, flat-mounted signs, projecting signs, awning
signs, and banners. Segmented signs are allowed.

Each occupancy frontage may also display window signs, temporary signs,
safety or directional signs, and any other sngns expressly authorized by this
Code.

Small Assembly Spaces may have one (1) attached or free-standing
programmable electronic sign as part of the allowed signage pursuant to the
provisions of Subsection 23.04.156 J.2 below.

B. Free-Standing Signs.

1.

3.

Excépt as provided in this Subsection, free-standing signs shall not exceed
eight feet in height above grade.

Free-standing signs that are less than six feet wide may be up to twenty-five
(25) feet in height above. grade.

The height of construction signs shall be as set forth in Section 23.04.610B.6.

C. Flat-Mounted Siagns.

1.

Flat-mounted signs (except for Architectural Signs allowed under Section
23.04.156.J) shall be displayed no higher than the finished floor elevation of
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the fourth floor, except as otherwise specifically allowed in this Section, and in
any event shall be displayed at a height no greater than forty-five (45) feet.

Flat-mounted signs shall not project more than two (2) inches from the face of
the building, except for flat-mounted signs consisting of individual letters or
letters attached to raceways.

3. Flat-mounted signs. shall not be displayed on Mixed Use Residential Facades.

D. Projecting Vertical Signs.

1.

Projecting vertical signs located adjacent to a street of less than one hundred-
twenty (120) feet in width shall be located at least twenty (20) feet above
grade but may project no higher than sixty (60) feet above grade. Projecting
vertical signs located adjacent to a street of one hundred-twenty (120) feet or
greater in width shall be located at least fourteen (14) feet above grade but
may project no higher than seventy (70) feet above grade.

Projecting vertical signs located adjacent to a street of less than one hundred-
twenty (120) feet in width shall project out from a building face no more than
five feet six inches (5'6”). Projecting vertical signs located adjacent to a street
of one hundred-twenty (120) feet or greater in width shall project out from a
building face no more than ten (10) feet.

Projecting vertical signs located adjacent to a street of less than one hundred-
twenty (120) feet in width shall not project above the cornice or parapet of a
building. Projecting vertical signs located adjacent to a street of one hundred-
twenty (120) feet or greater in width may project a maximum of ten feet (10")
above the cornice or parapet of a building.

Projecting vertical signs shall be permitted on Mixed Use Residential
Facades.

Fin Signs and Arcade Signs:

Fin Signs:

1.

2.

3.

Fin Signs shall be located no higher than the height of the finished floor
- elevation of the fourth floor of the building; and

Shall project no more than one-half the width of the sidewalk over which the
sign projects or seven feet six inches (7'6”), whichever is less.

Fin signs shall be permitted on Mixed Use Residential Facades.
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Arcade Signs:

1.

Arcade signs shall be located at least seven (7) feet above grade; and

2. Shall not exceed ten (10) square feet in area per side.

F. Awning Signs; Porte-Cochere Signs.

1.

Awning signs shall be located no higher than the finished floor elevation of the
fourth floor above grade; provided, however, that awning signs on Mixed Use
Residential Facades shall be located no higher than the finished floor
elevation of the second residential floor above grade.

Signage on awnings shall be limited to thirty-five percent (35%) of the exterior
surface area of the awning.

Signage on porte-cocheres shall be allowed only on vertical surfaces of the
porte-cochere and shall be limited to thirty-five percent (35%) of the exterior
surface area of the vertical surfaces of the porte-cochere.

Signage on awnings and porte-cocheres shall be permitted on Mixed Use
Residential Facades, subject to the Ilmltatlons in Subsection 23.04.156.E.1
above.

G. Banner Signs.

1.

3.

Free-standing banners shall comply with the provisions of Section
23.04.156.B above.

Projecting banners shall comply with the provisions of Section
23.04.156.D above.

Flat-mounted banners are not allowed.

H. Window Signs.

Window signs consistent with Section 23.02.1060 of this Title shall be allowed

on first- and second-story windows.

l. Marquees.

1.

Marquees are allowed for theatres and movie houses and on buildings
containing marquees that historically were theatres or movie houses.

2. A marquee, including any vertical projection, is a single sign and an
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architectural element. The vertical projection of a marquee may project
above the cornice line of a building.

Marquees may be animated signs or have animated sections.
Marquee signage shall not be subject to the size and placement limitations

elsewhere in this Part, but instead shall be subject to the provisions of Section
23.04.154.C.2 above.

J. Programmable Electronic Signs.

1.

For a single building with a footprint of at least one hundred twenty-five
thousand square feet, a maximum of two (2), attached programmable
electronic signs shall be allowed, subject to the approval of the Director,
whose approval shall be issued when the sign or signs meet all of the
following criteria: “

a. The sign(s) shall be located no higher than twelve (12) feet from grade
unless the Director finds that a greater height achieves a pedestrian-level
‘orientation; and

b. The sign(s) shall not reduce or obscure glazing; and

c. Each sign does not exceed a maximum size of eighteen (18) square feet
in sign area; and

d. No sign is displayed on a Mixed Use Residential Facade.

An attached or free-standing sign allowed for a Small Assembly Space in
accordance with Section 23.04.154 above may have a programmable
electronic sign component not to exceed seventy-five percent (75%) of the
allowable sign area. No more than one (1) sign (attached or free-standing)
shall include a programmable electronic sign component.

1. The maximum area for a programmable electronic sign component shall
be limited to fifty (50) square feet if the sign is one hundred (100) feet or
less from a residentially zoned parcel and limited to a maximum of one
hundred (100) square feet for a sign setback more than one hundred (100)
feet from a residentially zoned parcel.

2. The maximum height for a free standing sign with a programmable
electronic sign component shall be twenty five (25) feet, and the maximum
height for an attached sign with a programmable electronic sign
component shall be thirty (30) feet above grade
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3. Operation of a programmable electronic sign shall conform to the
provisions of Section 23.02.905.

K. ’ Architectural Signs.

1.

3.

The total amount of Architectural Signs allowed on any one building shall not
exceed a total maximum area of two hundred (200) square feet per building,
in the aggregate.

Each Architectural Sign shall be limited in area to a maximum of thirty-two
(32) square feet, except that one Architectural Sign of up to one hundred
(100) square feet in area may be located on one building frontage, all subject
to the total maximum area allowed under Subsection 23.04.156.M.1 above.

Architectural Signs shall be allowed on Mixed Use Residential Facades.

L. Vending Cart Signs.

The total amount of Vending Cart Signs allowed on any one vending cart shall be
limited by a maximum of sixteen (16) square feet of total signage allowed in the
aggregate per vending cart and a maximum area of four (4) square feet per
Vending Cart Sign.

Retail Pavilion Signs.

1.

The aggregate sign area of all Retail Pavilion Signs allowed on an occupancy
frontage shall not exceed one and five-tenths (1.5) square feet for each linear
foot of occupancy frontage except as provided in this Subsection.

The maximum sign area for any one Retail Pavilion Sign shall not exceed one
(1.0) square foot for each linear foot of occupancy frontage where the Retail
Pavilion Sign is displayed.

Retail Pavilion Signs may be displayed for more than one occupancy
frontage, subject to the maximum amount of signage allowed for each
occupancy frontage.

Retail Pavilion signage allowed by this Subsection L.1 may consist of any
combination of allowed flat-mounted signs, projecting signs, and awning
signs.

Each occupancy frontage also may display window signs, temporary signs,

safety or directional signs, and any other signs expressly authorized by this
Code.
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6.

7.

No Retail Pavilion Sign shall extend above the retail pavilion building parapet
or eave.

Instead of the signage permitted by Subsection L.1 above, an applicant, at
applicant's option, may for one occupancy frontage per pavilion, substitute a
programmable display sign that conforms with all of the following criteria:

a. The size of the programmable electronic sign shall not exceed a maximum
area of eighteen (18) square feet.

b. The programmable electronic sign shall be flat mounted to the wall of the
retail pavilion and shall not extend above the retail pavilion building
parapet or eave.

B. Programmable Display Kiosk Signs.

Programmable Display Kiosk Signs are allowed subject to the following criteria
and conditions:

1.

The total sign area on kiosks shall not exceed eighteen (18) square feet per
kiosk face in the aggregate, and no Programmable Display Kiosk Sign shall
be located higher than eight (8) feet in height above grade.

Programmable Display Kiosk Signé may be animated and/or may be
iluminated with continuous external or internal lighting.

Programmable Display Kiosk Signs shall not be displayed on kiosks located
within forty (40) feet of another kiosk displaying a Programmable Display
Kiosk Sign.

A minimum width of unobstructed sidewalk clearance of four (4) feet shall be
maintained around a kiosk for pedestrian traffic.

The maximum number of kiosks on which a Programmable Display Kiosk
Sign may be displayed shall be the number equivalent to one (1) kiosk per
every five (5) acres of development within the Urban Mlxed Use Development
Area Sign Zone.

SECTION 16. Section 23.04.158 of Chapter 23.04 of Title 23 of the San José Municipal

Code is amended to read as follows:

23.04.158 lllumination

A. Unless otherwise expressly provided herein, external lighting, internal lighting,
neon tube lighting, halolighting and any similar lighting technology is permitted.
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B. Unless otherwise expressly provided herein, sighs may be illuminated only with
continuous lighting.

C. Any illumination of a programmable electronic sign shall conform to the
requirements of Section 23.02.905.

SECTION 17. Section 23.04.320 of Chapter 23.04 of Title 23 of the San José Municipal

Code is amended to read as follows:

23.04.320 Signs on Residential Parcels

A. Quantity.

1.

Subject to Subsections 23.04.320.A.2, A.3 and A.5 below, one attached or
free-standing sign shall be allowed on each residential parcel.

Subject to Subsection 23.04.320.A.4 below, for residential developments
consisting of more than one hundred (100) units, one attached or free-
standing sign shall be allowed for each frontage on a public street.

Subject to Subsection 23.04.320.A.4 below, for single residential
developments consisting of more than two thousand (2,000) units and located
on fifty (50) or more acres, one additional free-standing sign shall be allowed
for each frontage of the single residential development on a public street
consisting of at least four moving travel lanes and identified on the General
Plan Transportation Diagram at the time the sign was installed.

For signs allowed pursuant to Subsections 23.04.320.A.2 and A.3, two
separate signs along the same public street frontage shall be allowed only
when both of the signs are placed within ten (10) feet and on either side of an
entry driveway for the residential development.

Residential or mixed use residential buildings that are one hundred forty (140)
feet to one hundred ninety (190) feet in height above grade may have one (1)
skyline sign in addition to other allowable signage for the building or parcel.

B. Size.

1.

The aggregate area of all attached and free-standing signs allowed under this
Section shall not exceed one square foot of sign area for each occupancy unit
on the parcel.

Each individual sign shall not exceed a maximum of thirty-two (32) square
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feet in size.

The total square footage of sign area for a skyline sign on a residential or
mixed use residential building that is one hundred forty (140) feet or greater in
height above grade and less than one hundred ninety (190) feet in height
above grade shall not exceed two hundred and fifty (250) square feet of
sighage.

C. Height.

1.

Attached signs shall not be displayed higher than twelve (12) feet above
grade except for Skyline Signs as indicated in Section 23.04.320 A.5.

Subject to Section 23.04.320.C.3 below, free-standing signs shall not be more
than three feet in height and shall not be located more than five feet from the
primary residential building.

. For residential properties consisting of more than one hundred (100) units,

free-standing signs shall be allowed up to five (5) feet in height for each fifty
(50) units located on the subject site, up to maximum height of fifteen (15)
feet, and may be located any distance from the primary residential building
that otherwise complies with the applicable provisions of this Municipal Code.

D. . Setbacks.

1.

Signs shall be located at least twenty-five (25) feet from the side and rear
property lines of the parcel.

In the case of parcels less than fifty (50) feet wide, signs shall be located as
far from the side property lines of the parcel as possible.

Unless expressly provided otherwise in this Title, free-standing signs shall be
set back a minimum of ten feet from the front property line of the parcel.

E. Other Provisions.

.

2.

Window, awning, projecting and segmented signs shall not be allowed.

Signs shall not be illumihated, except if required for safety or directional signs,
or otherwise allowed in this Part. :

Signs shall not be displayed on accessory buildings.

Skyline signs may be illuminated with external lighting; halolighting; and
internal lighting if only the letters or symbols are illuminated. Such signs shall
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be illuminated only with continuous lighting except that gradual color changes
shall be allowed if there is no perception of flashing lights created.

Skyline signs on residential and mixed use residential building may not be
mounted on the exterior of or illuminate that portion of the building fagade
containing residential living units. '

Each skyline sign shall be designed as an integral part of the building design
and placed on a permanent architectural element which has been designed to
accommodate it. :

SECTION 18. Section 23.04.330 of Chapter 23.04 of Title 23 of the San José Municipal

Code is amended to read as follows:

23.04.330 Signs on Non-Residential Parcels

A. Quantity.

1.

N

One attached br free-standing sign shall be allowed on each nonresidential
parcel that has a street frontage of less than 200 feet.

One attached and one free-standing sign shall be allowed on a parcel that
has a street frontage of 200 linear feet or more.

B. Size.

Each sign shall not exceed one square foot of sign area for each eight linear feet of
street frontage, up to a maximum of thirty-two (32) square feet.

C. Height.

1.

Attached signs shall not be displayed higher than twelve (12) feet above
grade.

Free-standing signs shall not be more than four feet in height.

Free-standing signs may be up to tén feet in height if located behind the
required front setback of the zoning district.

D. Setbacks.

1.

2.

Signs shall be located at least twenty-five (25) feet from the side and rear
property lines of the parcel.

In the case of parcels less than fifty (50) feet wide, signs shall be located as
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far from the side property lines of the parcel as possible.

3. Free-standing signs shall be set back a minimum of ten feet from the front
property line of the parcel.

4. Programmable electronic signs shall be at least one hundred fifty (150) feet
from a residentially zoned parcel.

Other Provisions.

1. Window, awning, projecting and segmented signs shall not be allowed.

2. Signs shall not be illuminated, except if required for safety or directional signs
or otherwise allowed in this Part.

3. Signs shall not be displayed on accessory buildings.

Programmable Electronic Signs

1. Signhage allowed in accordance with Section 23.04.330 B above for a
Small Assembly Space may have one (1) programmable electronic sign
component not to exceed seventy-five percent (75%) of the allowable sign
area. No more than one (1) sign (attached or free-standing) shall include a
programmable electronic sign component. Operation of a programmable
electronic sign shall conform to the provisions of Section 23.02.905.
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SECTION 19. Part 4 of Chapter 23.04 of Title 23 of the San José Municipal Code is
amended to add the following section, to be numbered, entitled and to read as follows:

23.04.360 IHlumination

Any illumination of a programmable electronic sign shall conform to the requirements of
Section 23.02.905.

PASSED FOR PUBLICATION of title this 12th day of June, 2012, by the following
vote:

AYES: CAMPOS, CHU, CONSTANT, HERRERA, KALRA,
| LICCARDO, NGUYEN, OLIVERIO, PYLE, ROCHA; REED.
NOES: NONE.
ABSENT: NONE.
DISQUALIFIED:  NONE. Qk;@m@w@w ﬂmgg 2\
CHUCK REED
Mayor

ATTEST:

DENNIS D. HAWKINS, CMC
City Clerk
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